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The International Activities Committee held a symposium with three speakers on the
theme of "Paradigm Shift in Cancer Nursing when the World Faces the COVID-19
Pandemic" at the 36th Annual Conference of the Japanese Society of Cancer Nursing
(February 19, 2022, at Pacifico Yokohama North). The symposium featured speakers
from Japan, the U.S.A., and India, who are providing cancer patients with care under the
COVID-19 pandemic in their clinical settings.

The first speaker was Ms. Mitsuyo Mogi from Japan, who has been endeavoring to
establish a system to admit COVID-19 positive cancer patients to her hospital since the
early stages of the pandemic. She presented her experience as a nursing manager at the
Kanagawa Cancer Center (MSKCC). The second speaker was Ms. Ikuko Komo, a clinical
nurse specialist in oncology nursing at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New
York City, where many people were infected in the early stages of the global pandemic.
The third speaker was Ms. Anita D'souza who works at the Tata Memorial Hospital in
Mumbai, India. She gave a presentation on the current social situation and medical care
in India, where the COIVD-19 spread on a large-scale.

The audience learned the process of establishing infection control measures in the
midst of uncertain circumstances while medical professionals cooperated each other and
searched effective methods within the current medical system through trial and error in
Japan. At MSKCC, which provides state-of-the-art cancer care, we were impressed by
the way the company thoroughly streamlined medical procedures and operations while
protecting the lives of cancer patients and adhering to its own facility's medical
philosophy. Tata Memorial Hospital has focused on the current problems, and has been
able to resolve them gracefully through organizational decision-making, including the
order in which patients are accepted.

Due to re-spreading COVID-19 in Japan, three symposiasts gave their presentations
via pre-recorded video on the day of the conference, but we were able to connect
Yokohama, New York, and Mumbai for live discussion after their presentations. All of
the facilities were undergoing a paradigm shift in oncology nursing. Although some
nurses were exhausted by their daily infection control work, through the symposium, we
were able to share the same values of cancer nursing as an organization and learn that
they have established a new nursing organization and care system while practicing cancer

nursing in the COVID-19 pandemic.



